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NWDA – What we do

• Our purpose is to builds the region’s competitiveness 
and build the region’s economy

– Business Support
– Encouraging investment into the region
– Developing priority industry sectors
– Developing skills for the future

• Regional Strategy 2010



UK Energy Policy Drivers

Security of Supply 

Climate Change Affordability 

Economic 
Development 



Regional Policy Themes

• Climate change
– Mitigation and adaptation

• Sustainable Consumption and Production
– Understanding the issues and assisting businesses with 

resource efficiency 

• Sector Development for Energy and Environmental 
Technologies
– Exploiting the economic opportunities



‘Rising to the Challenge’

• The Vision - ‘A Low Carbon and Well 
Adapted Northwest by 2020’

• Transformational Action 24 within the 
Regional Economic Strategy.

• Launched in October 2006 by the 
Northwest Climate Change Partnership.

• 27 Actions to help reduce the region’s 
emissions, adapt to climate change and 
develop a low carbon economy

• £30m of investment into projects 
including Climate Challenge Fund



Structure for CCAP Actions



• Capacity & Communications

• Research

• Transport & Domestic 

• Education & Skills

• Demonstration Funds
– Northwest Climate Fund - Foundation
– Grant to Improve Your Resource Efficiency
– ‘Ringfenced’ Grant for Research and Development
– Carbon Challenge Fund

CCAP Projects and Programmes



• NW GHG Inventory 2005 (4NW)

• Measures to reduce NW Carbon Emissions by 2020 - The Wedges (4NW)

• Impact on Key Sectors (public and private) by ARUP.

• Future Aviation Scenarios with the Tyndell Centre.

• Biodiversity Impacts Research with Natural England.

• Business and General Public Perceptions Study.

• Economic costs from EA flood risk assessment by URS.

• Skills challenges for a low carbon economy by Ecotec. 

• Role of Green Infrastructure with Community Forests NW and University 
of Manchester (through the GRaBs Interreg Project)

Research



• Creating ‘Grant for Improving your Resource Efficiency’. 

• Increased allocation within Grant for Research and Development 
for low carbon technologies.

• Foundation – A Climate Fund for the Northwest.

• Carbon Challenge Fund launched.

• Low Carbon Market Development Programme launched.

• Biomass Programme launched

• Establishment of Energy Saving Trust Advice Centres.

• Local Authority Support Programme (CLASP) has become 
national best practice.

• Bespoke climate change work programmes in each Sub-Region.

Progress - highlights



• Grants to SME’s delivered through NWDA Finance for Business. 
http://www.nwdabusinessfinance.co.uk

– Ringfenced GRAND allocation of £2m for next two years - to develop and 
demonstrate low carbon technologies. 

– Grant to Improve Your Resource Efficiency allocation of £4m for next 2 years to 
install low-carbon technologies.

• Carbon Challenge Fund. 
– Low carbon projects which demonstrate the ‘art of the possible’ sourced through 

open competition. £2.5m over next two years NWDA funding only.

• Demonstration Support Programme
– Funding coordination and database for projects in public and private sector.
– Hands on advice a support to maximise awareness and access to external funding 

sources.

CCAP Demonstration

http://www.nwdabusinessfinance.co.uk/


• £1.2M over 3 years.

• Technical expertise to assist with delivery of renewable and low 
carbon energy capacity.

• Replacement for Renewables NW and CLAREN delivered through 
Envirolink NW.

• Core Team plus Sub-Regional officers, including Greater Manchester.

Low Carbon Market Development



• Delivered by Groundwork NW in Manchester.

• £1.6M investment approved to kick-start the NWCF.

• Carbon compensation fund for NW organisations and individuals – 
unlock investment in low carbon technologies and practices.

• Aims to fund cost effective carbon reduction activities – 
sequestration, energy efficiency, renewables, etc.

• Sustainable fund, and potential for sub-regional branding/focus.

• Maximum £50,000 per project.

• Launched 16th April 2009.

• http://foundation.climatefund.org.uk

Foundation

http://foundation.climatefund.org.uk/


• Vision to ‘achieve more with less – a more productive, 
resource-efficient, low carbon North West by 2020’

– Smarter consumption 
– Rethink design 
– Sustainable production 
– Waste as a resource 
– Thriving Environmental Technology and Services Sector

• Projects and programmes
– ENWORKS Business Resource Efficiency 
– NW Eco-Innovation Project
– NW Sustainable Construction Knowledge Hub 
– Sub Regional Demonstrations

Sustainable Consumption and Production



• Funding ~£8.7m

• Outputs, results and impacts (actual 08/09)

•1470 businesses assisted with resource 
efficiency

•68,160 tonnes of material saved

•108,920 tonnes of carbon dioxide saved

•1,598,980m3 of water saved

•61,950 tonnes of waste diverted from landfill

•235 jobs created or safeguarded



• Assisting businesses to develop products and services which 
have reduced environmental impact by virtue of their design, 
raw materials, manufacture, use, application, reuse and 
disposal

• Funding ~£3.5 million, delivered by Lancaster University and C- 
tech Innovation Ltd

• Outputs, results and impacts (forecast)
– 480 Jobs created/safeguarded
– 480 Businesses assisted
– 160 Business improving their performance
– 240 New environmental products
– 12,000 tonnes Carbon dioxide saved

NW Eco-Innovation Project





Sector Development

• Innovation
– The Joule Centre for Energy Research
– Energy Innovation Centre
– GRAND – Grants for Research and Development
– Innovation Vouchers

• Business Support
– Business Link
– Envirolink Northwest and other cluster organisations
– High Growth Programme
– Business Finance

• Internationalisation
– Trade and FDI



Priority sectors  

• Electricity Networks/Smart Grids

• Offshore wind and tidal energy

• Energy Efficiency and Building Technologies

• Nuclear – New Build





The Joule Centre for Energy Research

• £5.3m over 5 years

• Network of energy 
researchers from 
Northwest Universities

• Provides grants and 
supports energy research 
which involved industrial 
collaboration



Energy Innovation Centre

• NWDA have  invested £1.6m

• Energy Companies
– Scottish Power
– Scottish and Southern Energy
– Electricity Northwest
– CE Electric

• Equity Investment Fund

• Aims to help grow and develop businesses in the 
Energy Sector. 



Energy Innovation Centre





Envirolink Northwest

• Helps develop and grow the Environmental 
Technologies Sector in the region

• Includes programme for wind energy supply chain 
companies 

• Support Activities
– One to one advice to companies
– Helping to overcome barriers to deployment
– Networking and industry events
– Trade promotion
– Assistance with R&D and development of products and 

services



Wind Supply 
Chain Support

• Supply Chain Directory

• Trade Fairs and trade 
promotion

• Technical advice and 
assistance

• Northern Wind Innovation 
Programme



NW Nuclear

• Half of the UK’s Civil 
Nuclear workforce

• 4 possible sites for new 
build

• Strong centre for R&D

• Many major Tier 1 and 2 
co.s located in the region.



Current NW generation capacity

British Energy, Heysham, 2400 MW
Scot. & Southern F.-Ferry 2000 MW
Dong Barrow, 90 MW
Dong Burbo Bank 90 MW
Robin Rigg 180 MW
Peel, Scout Moor 66 MW

4826 MW

Industrial CHP 755 MW
Onshore wind 260 MW
Landfill/sewage gas 83 MW
Onshore wind 58 MW
Hydro 1 MW

1157 MW
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Conclusions 

• Energy and climate change are complex policy areas

• Major changes to energy supply and consumption can be 
expected due to
– Rising prices
– Climate Change policy drivers

• The NWDA is leading regional policy development

• Policies and programmes will
– Address climate change mitigation and adaptation 
– Support economic development
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